
 
DEANS’ LUNCH MEETING MINUTES 

13 September 2007  
 

 
Present: Dean Curry, Dean Nuzzarello, Ben Gray, Leslie Kim, Lindsay Kuo, Martin Pham, 
Jason Rho, Darren Boyd 
 
Agenda 
1. College System – Arjun Venkatesh 

¥ Recapitulation of the August 21st brainstorming session 
¥ New core competencies call for greater mentor development; Dean Nuzzarello and 

the AWOME  
¥ Ideas for physical space to accommodate a vertically-integrated college system are 

being discussed (Tarry 2 labs, reducing stacks in the library, etc) 
 

2. Student Health Insurance – Ben Gray 
¥ Recapitulation of the September 13th Student Health Insurance Info Meeting 
¥ To waive the Chickering Plan, personal plan must meet 5 requirements: 
 Added to agenda on 18 September per follow-up with Wendy Weaver: 

- Plan must exclude pre-existing conditions 
- Plan must provide coverage for inpatient and outpatient services anywhere in 

the United States 
- Plan must provide coverage for inpatient and outpatient mental health 

services 
- Plan annual deductible must not exceed $2000 
- Plan annual maximum must not exceed $250,000.00 

¥ AMSA’s insurance plan does not meet these requirements! 
¥ Chickering Plan’s primary constituents are undergraduates, whose health services 

needs are very different from those of graduate students; need to look at a separate 
plan for medical students 

 
3. AMSA PharmFree Scorecard – Ben Gray 

¥ Northwestern received a score of “D” 
¥ Students’ awareness of the pharmaceutical influence is necessary earlier than PPS 

IV, so that they know what to expect when they head to the wards (an appropriate 
time would be in ICC) 

¥ Thomas Kim, M4, is willing to formalize a report of students’ opinions regarding 
interactions with pharmaceutical representatives as well as how they feel the 
standards should be upheld for their superiors 

 
4. Abbott Bookstore – Dean Curry 

¥ Bookstore plans to close the medical textbooks section in one year; sales, even of 
“Required Texts,” are continuing to decline  

¥ Students do purchase certain items (USMLE review books, reflex hammers, pen 
lights, etc) from the bookstore – Senate needs to organize a list of items that 
students would like to have available for purchase at the bookstore  

¥ Discussed the idea of book buy-backs 
 


